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Elected officials should make transparency
their New Year resolution

BY PAUL WOLF, ESQ.
President
New York Coalition For Open Government

In January, many will start the
New Year with goals to exercise
more, eat better, lose weight, etc.
January will also be when newly
elected public servants or incum-
bents starting another term take
office across New York state.

Old habits are hard to change
in people and especially hard to
change in government. Elected
officials should begin 2022 by
conducting the public’s busi-
ness in an open and transparent
way. To show their commitment
to open government, elected

officials serving on a village
board, town board, city council
or a county legislature should
introduce and pass a New Year
resolution stating they will:

\ Post timely notice of all meet-
ings at least one week prior to a
meeting.

v Post meeting agendas and
all meeting documents online, at
least 48 hours before a meeting.

\ Post draft meeting minutes
online, no more than two weeks
after a meeting.

\ Allow members of the public
to speak at the beginning of a
meeting regarding agenda items
and non-agenda items whether

attending in person or remotely.

\ Support livestreaming of
meetings by video and post-
ing the video recording online
afterward.

y Only conduct private execu-
tive sessions on rare occasions
in accordance with the New
York State Open Meetings Law.
We understand that a motion
to hold an executive session to
discuss “litigation,” “personnel”
or “collective bargaining” is not
sufficient, as the Open Meetings
Law requires motions to state
more information when holding
an executive session.

v Support having our elected

members complete and post an
annual financial disclosure form
on our government website.
(Just as state elected officials
do.)

\ While private political party
caucus meetings are allowed
under the law, we agree to not
hold such meetings. There is no
reason at the local level to hold
private political party caucus
meetings to discuss political busi-
ness or public business.

\ We support the public’s
right to obtain records and will
ensure that information regard-
ing the Freedom of Information
Law (FOIL) is posted in a visible

place on our website. We will pro-
actively post documents online
as much as possible so that the
public can access information
without having to file a FOIL
request. We will also post an
easy, fill-in-the-blank form that
assists the public in filing a FOIL
request by email on our website.

\ We are committed to having
all FOIL requests responded to
in a timely manner and will, on a
quarterly basis, request a status
report regarding FOIL requests
from an appropriate staff mem-
ber to monitor compliance with
the law.

FASNY applauds governor for signing chemical flame retardant ban legislation

Law Protects all New Yorkers by removing cancer-causing chemicals from new household furniture,
mattresses & electronic enclosures

GUEST EDITORIAL BY THE
FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION
OF THE STATE

OF NEW YORK

The Firemen’s Association of
the State of New York (FASNY)
applauds Gov. Kathy Hochul for
signing legislation that bans car-
cinogenic flame-retardant chemi-
cals in household items, furniture,
and electronic enclosures.

FASNY has made this legisla-
tion part of its proactive agenda
for the last eight years. The legis-
lation, sponsored by Sen. Todd Ka-
minsky and Assemblyman Steve
Englebright, passed both houses
of the legislature earlier in 2021.

Flame retardants are in every-
day items such as TVs, phones
and mattresses because it was be-
lieved that they slowed or prevent-
ed the start or growth of a fire. De-
spite their stated purpose, these
flame retardants are not effective
at preventing or slowing fires.
Further, when burned, they emit
extremely toxic smoke and fumes,
which endanger both firefighters
and the people they are working to
save as they inhale them. In infants
and pregnant women — who ingest
these chemicals through normal
everyday dust — links have been
found to serious health effects,
from cancer and reproductive is-
sues to developmental disabilities.

“Firefighters are regularly ex-
posed to flameretardant toxins
in the line of duty, resulting in far
higher cancer rates than those in
the general population,” said FAS-
NY President John P. Farrell. “By
signing this legislation, Gov. Ho-
chul is protecting both the state’s
citizens and firefighters. We are
pleased to see New York state take
an important step forward in elim-
inating harmful and hazardous
chemicals from the environment.”

Kaminsky, chair of the Sen-
ate Environmental Conservation
Committee, said, “Nothing is
more important than protecting
the health of our children and
firefighters from cancer-causing
chemicals. By banning these toxic
substances from everyday items
in our homes, such as furniture
and mattresses, we will be taking
a major step in keeping our com-
munities safe. I was proud to lead
the fight to put our families and
first responders’ lives ahead of
corporations’ profits — and that is
precisely what this law will do.”

Englebright said, “This new law
will help protect first responders
from exposure to harmful chemi-

cals. Flame retardants produce
toxic chemicals such as hydrogen
cyanide that, when inhaled, con-
tributes to the No. 1 cause of fire-
related deaths, which is smoke
inhalation. This is especially dan-
gerous for firefighters. Addition-
ally, the presence of these dan-
gerous chemicals in household
furnishings endanger our families,
as the chemicals leach out of prod-
ucts into household dust causing
chronic exposure when we breath
and play with our children in our
homes. These chemicals are
known to cause adverse health ef-
fects including cancer, infertility,
and damage to our immune sys-
tems. I wish to thank FASNY for
working closely with me to create
and support this lifesaving new
law.”

“We applaud Gov. Hochul, Sen.
Kaminsky, Assembly member
Englebright, and the State Legis-
lature for supporting this impor-
tant bill,” said Leonardo Trasande,
M.D., M.PP, the Jim G. Hendrick,
MD Professor of Pediatrics, and
Professor of Population Health
at NYU Langone Health. “This is
an important step forward in not
only improving our environment
and safety standards but, more im-
portantly, ensuring the well-being
of our firefighters who work tire-
lessly to protect us.”

Under the Family and Fire-
fighter Protection Act, the use of
certain flame-retardant chemicals
in furniture and mattresses and
the use of certain flame-retardant
chemicals in electronic casings is
banned. Similar bans have been
enacted in states such as Califor-
nia, Massachusetts, Maine and
Rhode Island. The European
Union has banned them from elec-
tronics.

FASNY Kicks Off 150th
Anniversary Year With

Update to Name

In 1872, a group of firemen
gathered in upstate New York and
founded the Firemen’'s Associa-
tion of the State of New York. As
FASNY prepared for the 150th
anniversary of the association in
2022, the association’s leadership
not only looked back at its history,
but also began planning for the
next 150 years.

“FASNY and the volunteer fire
service have changed dramati-
cally since our humble beginnings
in 1872. We are very proud of our

history,” Farrell said. “The presi-
dents and the board of directors
view this special anniversary as
an opportunity to honor our past,
while simultaneously positioning
FASNY for an even better future.”

Over the years, FASNY’s logos
and symbols have evolved with
time, but one thing remained a
constant — the association’s name.
At the December meeting of the
board of directors, a motion was
passed unanimously to update the
association’s name from its histori-
cal 1872 origins to The Firefight-
ers Association of the State of New
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York.

“We all felt it was time,” Farrell
said. “The volunteer fire service
has grown and changed greatly
from the late 19th century. While
our original name was based on
the fire service of 1872, our new
name positions us for the 21st cen-
tury.”

First Vice President Edward
Tase added, “We did not make
this change lightly. We know and
respect the great history of our as-
sociation. We also know that our
name, like our logos, symbols and
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actions, must represent today’s
volunteer fire service.”

The association has already be-
gun the process of updating its lo-
gos and signage to reflect the new
name. As with any major change
of this nature, it may take some
time before it is in place in all ap-
plications.

Founded in 1872, FASNY rep-
resents the interests of the 85,000
volunteer firefighters in New York
state. For more information, visit
www.fasny.com.
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